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DETAILED ACTION 

Request for Continued Examination 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
October-1 4-2004 has been entered. 

Response to Amendments and Arguments 

1 . Applicant's response to the last Office Action, filed December 10, 2004, has been 
entered and made of record. 

2. Applicant has amended claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 8 and 12 and cancelled claims 6 and 16 
and 12. Claims 6-10 are pending. 

3. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 
previous rejection has been withdrawn. A new rejection has been made in view of U.S. 
Patent 6,829,378 to DiFilippo et al. under 35 U.S.C. 102. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5 and 7-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent 6,829,378 to DiFilippo et al. 

With regard to claim 1, DiFilippo discloses a digital image routing system 
comprising means for receiving a digital packet at a digital image routing system, 
wherein the digital image packet was directly sent from a customer via a network to the 
digital image routing system, wherein the digital image packet includes a digital image 
from a digital camera and a customer preference parameter (Fig. 2, elements 30 and 
32, column 4, lines 57-65, column 6, lines 62-67 and column 7, lines 1-17). DiFilippo 
discloses sending an image along with information about the image such as type of 
process to be performed on that image to a Web Server 30 and Application Server 32. 
DiFilippo also discloses the invention to be in the environment of digital imaging 
technology (column 1, lines 39-41), which is interpreted to include digital cameras. 

DiFilippo further discloses means for selecting a remote digital image editing 
system according to the customer preference parameter using the digital image routing 
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system (Fig. 2, element 38, column 4, lines 57-65 and column 7, lines 25-32). DiFilippo 
discloses sending an image from a Web Server 30 and Application Server 32, to a 
proper processing server(s) 38. 

DiFilippo further disclose means for transmitting the digital image packet to the 
selected remote digital image editing system from the digital image routing system via 
the network (column 4, line 66 - column 5, line 9). DiFilippo discloses sending an 
image from a Web Server 30 and Application Server 32, to a proper processing 
server(s) 38 which are interpreted as the remote digital editors. 

With regard to claim 2, DiFilippo discloses the digital image routing system of 
claim 1 , further comprising means for enhancing the digital image using the selected 
remote digital editing system based on the customer preference parameter (column 5, 
lines 10-13). DiFilippo discloses that the processor information collected by the user is 
used by the processing servers as needed in order to perform the desired operation. 

Means for transmitting an enhanced digital image packet to the customer via the 
network wherein the enhanced digital image packet includes an enhanced digital image 
and an enhancement description packet that describes the enhancements made for 
each of the digital images (column 4, lines 11-16 and column 7, lines 40-47). DiFilippo 
discloses transferring the processed image along with information about the processing 
back to the user. 
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With regard to claim 3, DiFilippo discloses the digital image routing system of 
claim 2, wherein means for enhancing the digital image, includes means for 
automatically enhancing the image based on the customer preference parameter 
(column 4, line 57- column 5, line 9). DiFilippo discloses that the image data is sent 
along with enhancement information and that the image information is automatically 
sent to the appropriate processors and further discloses that even more automation 
may be applied in the form of creating increased productivity and efficiency by using 
multiple instances of frequently used applications. 

With regard to claim 4, DiFilippo discloses a digital enhancement system 
comprising means for receiving a digital image packet directly from a customer via a 
network, wherein the digital image packet includes a digital image form a digital camera 
and a customer preference parameter (Fig. 2, elements 30 and 32, column 4, lines 57- 
65, column 6, lines 62-67 and column 7, lines 1-17). DiFilippo discloses sending an 
image along with information about the image such as type of process to be performed 
on that image to a Web Server 30 and Application Server 32, which are interpreted as 
the routing system together. DiFilippo also discloses the invention to be in the 
environment of digital imaging technology (column 1, lines 39-41), which is interpreted 
to include digital cameras. 

DiFilippo further discloses means for selecting a remote digital image editing 
system according to the customer preference parameter (Fig. 2, element 38, column 4, 
lines 57-65 and column 7, lines 25-32). DiFilippo discloses sending an image from a 
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Web Server 30 and Application Server 32, to a proper processing server(s) 38 or 
remote digital editing systems. 

DiFilippo further discloses means for transmitting the digital image packet to the 
selected remote digital editing system (Fig. 2, elements 32 and 38). DiFilippo discloses 
transferring the image to the proper processing server(s). 

DiFilippo further discloses means for enhancing the digital image at the selected 
remote digital image editing system based on the customer preference parameter 
(column 5, lines 10-13 and lines 31-54). DiFilippo discloses that the processor 
information collected by the user is used by the processing servers as needed in order 
to perform the desired operation and also discloses image enhancements performed. 

DiFilippo discloses means for transmitting an enhanced digital image packet to 
the customer via the network, wherein the enhanced digital image packet includes an 
enhanced digital image and an enhancement description packet that describes the 
enhancement description packet that describes the enhancements made for each of the 
digital images (column 4, lines 11-16 and column 7, lines 40-47). DiFilippo discloses 
transferring the processed image along with information about the processing back to 
the user. 

With regard to claim 5, DiFilippo discloses the digital image enhancement system 
of claim 4, wherein the means for enhancing the digital image, includes means for 
automatically enhancing the digital image based on the customer preference parameter 
(column 4, line 57- column 5, line 9). DiFilippo discloses that the image data is sent 
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along with enhancement information and that the image information is automatically 
sent to the appropriate processors and further discloses that even more automation 
may be applied in the form of creating increased productivity and efficiency by using 
multiple instances of frequently used applications. 

With regard to claim 7, the discussion of claim 1 applies. Claim 7 repeats the 
limitations of claim 1 except that claim 7 refers to a method instead of a system. The 
method is disclosed in the function of the system as discussed. 

With regard to claim 8, the discussion of claim 2 applies. 

With regard to claim 9, the discussion of claim 3 applies. 

With regard to claim 10, DiFilippo discloses the digital image routing method of 
claim 7, further comprising the step of enhancing the digital image automatically using 
an automatic digital image enhancement system (column 4, line 57- column 5, line 9). 
DiFilippo discloses that the image data is sent along with enhancement information and 
that the image information is automatically sent to the appropriate processors for 
enhancement or analysis according to the information indicated by the user and further 
discloses that even more automation may be applied in the form of creating increased 
productivity and efficiency by using multiple instances of frequently used applications. 
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With regard to claim 1 1 , DiFilippo discloses the image routing method of claim 
10, further comprising the steps of: 

Storing an enhancement performed on a previous digital image (column 7, lines 
40-47). DiFilippo discloses storing an analysis, which is interpreted as an image 
enhancement and result. 

Analyzing the enhancement performed on the previous digital image (column 7, 
lines 47-53). DiFilippo discloses generating a re-analysis report or re-run report, which 
is determined by analyzing the analysis of DiFilippo, or image enhancement performed 
and its results. 

Establishing the enhancement parameter to be used by the automatic digital 
image enhancement system to automatically enhance the digital image (column 7, line 
65 - column 8, line 7). DiFilippo discloses establishing a parameter either by 
suggesting a new one or alternatively not offering one, suggesting that the present 
parameter is fine to use again. 

With regard to claim 12, DiFilippo discloses a digital enhancement method, 
comprising the steps of: 

Receiving a digital image packet directly from a customer via a network, wherein 
the digital image packet includes a digital image form a digital camera and a customer 
preference parameter (Fig. 2, elements 30 and 32, column 4, lines 57-65, column 6, 
lines 62-67 and column 7, lines 1-17). DiFilippo discloses sending an image along with 
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information about the image such as type of process to be performed on that image to a 
Web Server 30 and Application Server 32. 

DiFilippo Further discloses selecting a remote digital image editing system 
according to the customer preference parameter (Fig. 2, element 38, column 4, lines 57- 
65 and column 7, lines 25-32). DiFilippo discloses sending an image from a Web 
Server 30 and Application Server 32, to a proper processing server(s) 38. 

DiFilippo further discloses transmitting the digital image packet to the selected 
remote digital image editing system (column 4, line 66 - column 5, line 9). DiFilippo 
discloses sending an image from a Web Server 30 and Application Server 32, to a 
proper processing server(s) 38 which are interpreted as the remote digital editors. 

DiFilippo further discloses enhancing the digital image at the selected remote 
digital image editing system based on the customer preference parameter (column 5, 
lines 10-13). DiFilippo discloses that the processor information collected by the user is 
used by the processing servers as needed in order to perform the desired operation. 

DiFilippo further discloses transmitting an enhanced digital image packet to the 
customer via the network, wherein the enhanced digital image packet includes an 
enhanced digital image and an enhancement description packet that describes the 
enhancements made for each of the digital images (column 4, lines 11-16 and column 
7, lines 40-47). DiFilippo discloses transferring the processed image along with 
information about the processing back to the user. 
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With regard to claims 13, 14, and 15, the discussions of claims 9, 10, and 11 
apply respectively. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wes Tucker whose telephone number is 703-305-6700. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amelia Au can be reached on (703)308-6604. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). . . 
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